
Resources are available online for you to enjoy later 
on your own, with a small group, or as a large group 
celebration in your own location. All the videos that 
you saw today, including the full versions of the 
documentaries on each of the CLB ministries, are 
available to view online.

The Beginning of the Church of the Lutheran Brethren 

When spiritual revivals began to sweep through the Upper Midwest 
in the 1890s, many spiritually awakened pastors and converted lay 
persons were given a new experience of what it meant to be alive in 
Christ. They advocated for changed lives through the preaching of a 
gospel of repentance and forgiveness, and changed congregational 
practices with respect to confirmation, communion and church 
membership that better fit their new understanding of living Lutheran 
Christianity. But many resisted. The old state church Lutheran 
liturgies and practices were inviolable and must not be altered.

Two young, spiritually alive Norwegian immigrant pastors—K.O. 
Lundeberg of Kenyon, Minnesota, and E.M. Broen of Osakis, 
Minnesota—found themselves voted out of their Norwegian Lutheran 
denomination and their congregations in the 1890s as a result. While 
they and other evangelistic Norwegian-American preachers were able 
to start up new congregations based on their conceptions of a “living 
Lutheran Christianity,” they still found themselves with no larger 
tent—no denominational home—to call their own.

The Norwegian Lutheran Free Church of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, placed 
an open invitation in Broderbaandet (An independent newsletter, 
published by K.O. Lundeberg) for other independent “free church” 
congregations to gather together at their church building in mid-
December for a six-day Bible conference. Lundeberg enthusiastically 
promoted the conference in Broderbaandet and representatives from 
a handful of other independent, free church congregations convened 
in Milwaukee on December 13th, 1900, for the opening service.

On December 17, discussion turned to the question of forming a new 
Norwegian Lutheran denomination in the U.S. patterned after the 
living congregational model of the Lutheran Free Church of Norway. 
Lundeberg proposed a name for such a denomination: Lutherske 
Brodersamfund, The Church of the Lutheran Brethren.  After a time 
of prayer to seek the Lord’s guidance, a vote was taken and the new 
Norwegian Lutheran denomination came into existence.  Lundeberg 
was chosen as the first president. Five congregations signed on as 
charter members: three from Wisconsin, one from Minnesota, and 
one from Illinois.
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Church of the Lutheran Brethren
1020 W. Alcott Ave.
Fergus Falls, MN 56537
Phone: 218-739-3336
Email: clb@clba.org

CLB
www.CLBA.org

Celebrating

�)�D�L�2�I�X�O�Q�H�0
God ’s

Norwegian Lutheran Free Church of Milwaukee, WI Arthur Nyhus preaching in Taiwan

DEC 17, 1900—DEC 17, 2025



1880’s 1900

Lutheran Brethren Seminary & Hillcrest Lutheran Academy 
1.	 Praise God for his faithfulness throughout the last century as the 

CLB built a strong tradition of Bible-based education for children, 
teens, and young adults, as well as future pastors, missionaries, 
and lay-leaders.

2.	 Praise God for the men and women who invested in the future of 
the CLB by faithfully teaching and training generations of students.

3.	 Praise God for the generations of leaders who made difficult and 
important decisions as Lutheran Brethren Schools moved and 
changed over many years.

4.	 Praise God for the thousands of students who made the decision 
to attend Hillcrest Academy, Lutheran Brethren Seminary, and 
Lutheran Bible School.

5.	 Pray for Lutheran Brethren Seminary as we continue to provide 
a Bible-based education, both in-person and distance, that trains 
future pastors, missionaries, and lay-leaders.

6.	 Pray for Hillcrest Lutheran Academy as we faithfully equip students 
in a Christ-centered Bible-based environment for a life of eternal 
significance.

Lutheran Brethren International Mission 
1.	 Praise God for the hundreds of missionaries who followed God’s 

call to leave the comfort of their own homes in order to share the 
gospel with the unreached people groups around the world.

2.	 Praise God for the courageous first missionaries to China (Reinholt 
& Juline Kilen), Cameroon/Chad (Berge & Herborg Revne), Japan 
(Morris & Marion Werdal), and Taiwan (Arthur & Ruth Nyhus), 
blazing the trail for many more missionaries who followed.

3.	 Praise God for the CLB congregations in North America, who 
have generously supported our missionaries through prayer, 
encouragement, and finances, making it possible to sustain this 
mission to unreached people groups.

4.	 Praise God that there are now nearly 100 times as many Lutheran 
Brethren worshipers outside North America as there are in the U.S. 
and Canada.

5.	 Pray that our current missionaries in Chad, Japan, and Taiwan will 
be encouraged and emboldened as they continue to share the 
gospel with the unreached.

6.	 Pray for the partnerships that continue to grow with Chad, Japan, 
and Taiwan, in sending more missionaries to reach more people 
who have not heard about salvation through Jesus Christ.

North American Mission 
1.	 Praise God for a missional desire to reach our neighbors with the 

gospel from the very beginning of the CLB. And, praise God for the 
men and women who helped organize evangelistic meetings, home 
churches, and Bible studies in an effort to reach their neighbors 
with the gospel.

2.	 Praise God for men like Joseph Rangen and Harland Helland who 
followed God’s call to enthusiastically and boldly plant many 
churches, which continues today.

3.	 Praise God for the more than 100 years of Youth Conventions that 
helped pass on the theology and mission of the CLB to the next 
generation.

4.	 Praise God for Women’s Ministries that has encouraged, supported, 
and resourced women, missionaries, and churches throughout the 
last century.

5.	 Praise God for the camps of the CLB, both Inspiration Point and 
Tuscarora. Praise God for the ministry and witness that these 
camps have been for many generations.

6.	 Pray that God will bless the work of North American Mission, as 
we lead, resource, and support church planting, church vitality, and 
youth and young adult ministry.

Church of the Lutheran Brethren 
1.	 Praise God for the CLB’s unwavering commitment to God’s Word, 

his mission, and faith in Jesus and salvation through his sacrificial 
work on the cross.

2.	 Praise God for the generations of men and women who passed on 
their faith in Jesus to the next generation.

3.	 Praise God for generous supporters of the CLB who have faithfully 
served its mission through prayer, acts of service, and financial 
giving.

4.	 Praise God for generations of leadership from the beginning to 
today. Pray for...
•	 North American Mission
•	 Lutheran Brethren Seminary
•	 Lutheran Brethren International Mission
•	 Women’s Ministries
•	 Military Chaplaincy
•	 Regional Camps, including affiliated ministries Inspiration Point 

Camp & Retreat Center and Tuscarora Inn & Conference Center.
•	 LB Homes - Senior Care

5.	 Pray for the CLB as we continue to live out our vision as a “Disciple-
Making Church.”
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Planting Marysville Lutheran Church (Marysville, WA)Revnes and Kardaals in Lere, Chad in front of the first homeBible School in Grand Forks, ND (1924)Lundeberg’s parsonage in Kenyon, MN


